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PERTH AIRPORT ACHIEVER AWARDS 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.07 pm]: I would like to inform the house of 
the Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s Perth Airport Achiever Awards. This unique awards 
program celebrates the efforts of young people aged 15 to 25 years who have been in the care of the chief 
executive officer of the Department for Child Protection and Family Support and are pursuing their career goals 
through further education and training. This year, the awards celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary at Perth City 
Farm, where the Minister for Child Protection presented 43 young Western Australians with prizes, including 
financial support to help them pursue their career paths. These inspirational young people have been able to 
overcome significant challenges to achieve their goals, demonstrating that with dedication, tenacity and support, 
it is possible to create a positive future. The cash prizes included $4 000 in the University Achiever Award 
category, in which there were four winners; $1 000 in the Registered Training Achiever Award category, in 
which there were 30 winners; and $1 000 in the Apprenticeship or Traineeship Achiever Award category, in 
which there were nine winners. One half of the cash prize was presented at the event, and the other half is given 
to the young people following their successful enrolment in semester two or the next six months of an 
apprenticeship or traineeship. 
Two additional awards were presented at the ceremony. The Ida Curtois Inspiration Award, which recognises a 
young person who has made an important contribution to their community, was awarded to Jayden Hamersley 
from Halls Head. The Excellence in Education and Training Award, which recognises a staff member for their 
outstanding commitment to furthering education outcomes in child protection, was awarded to 
Matthew Klaassen from the Joondalup district office. Thanks to the sponsors for their generous donations, our 
winners can now pursue their future education and training with financial assistance. 
Finally, members will notice a display of quotes from just some of our winners’ nomination forms, which will be 
exhibited in the Lee Steere Foyer of Parliament House for the next three weeks. A couple include — 

“I like CPFS for supporting me and other kids in care—they have helped me stay in contact with my 
family in a way that makes me feel safe and protected.” 

And another states — 

“Now that I’m out of the system, I am at peace with my experiences and truly believe CPFS has shaped 
the person I am today.” 

I am continually inspired and moved by the stories of these young people who have risen above their 
circumstances to work towards a positive future. I encourage all members to take the time to read these quotes, 
which provide a rare insight into their lives. 
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